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powers to provide for occasional reports, as well as for the permanent 
publication, of the proceedings of the Society, subject to the following 
limitations : — 

1. All formal historical communications, which would appropri- 
ately form a part of our volumes of Collections or Proceedings, shall 
be reserved for such volumes respectively ; a description of them only 
being given in such occasional reports. 

2. No casual or even concerted discussion on topics which may 
engage the attention of the Society shall be reported, without a vote of 
the Society authorizing it; and neither the remarks nor the name 
of any member shall be introduced into any report, without his per- 
mission. 

3. All papers read, or remarks made, by any member, which such 
member shall desire or be willing to have printed, shall be submitted 
to the above-named Committee for the purpose, and shall be subject 
to their discretion ; provided, however, that any member may publish, 
on his own responsibility, any paper or remarks of his own which the 
Committee may not think fit to include in their report ; — it being 
understood, that, in such case, the name of the Society is not to be 
used in any way whatever in connection with such publication. 

On motion of Mr. Savage, the above report was 
unanimously accepted, and the recommendations therein 
submitted were adopted. 



JUNE MEETING. 

A stated monthly meeting was held this day, Thurs- 
day, June 13, at noon ; the President, Hon. Eobert C. 
Winthrop, in the chair. 

Donations were announced from the State of Massa- 
chusetts ; the State of llhode Island ; the State of 
Tennessee ; the Smithsonian Institution ; the American 
Antiquarian Society ; Count Adolphe de Circourt ; D. 
P. Corey, Esq. ; Henry B. Dawscn, Esq. ; Messrs. Du- 
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pee, Beck, and Sayles ; Thomas E. Glazier, Esq. ; 
George Prince, Esq. ; Rev. John Proudfit, D.D. ; J. W. 
Sever, Esq. ; Rev. AVilliam B. Sprague, D.D. ; S. Ur- 
bino, Esq. ; W. W. Warren, Esq. ; John H. Watson, 
Esq. ; and from Messrs. Bartlet, Deane, Green, Latham, 
Metcalf, Sibley, and Winthrop, of the Society. 

The President said he had received an interesting 
and most agreeable communication, which would explain 
itself better than he could explain it, and which he 
would proceed to lay before the Society. He then read 
the following letter : — 

Boston, June 11, 1861. 

Robert C. Winthrop, Esq. 

Dear Sir, — The late Miss Mary P. Townsend, by her last will, 
gave several large sums to literary and charitable societies, as well 
as several legacies to individuals, chiefly to ladies in narrow circum- 
stances, who had seen better days. 

The residue and remainder of her estate she gave to her executors, 
" in trust, to pay and dispose of such residue and remainder to such 
charitable and public institutions as they may think meritorious." 
Having strict regard to the duty imposed upon us, we can discover no 
institution more meritorious than the Massachusetts Historical So- 
ciety ; and we believe we are fully executing her will in presenting 
to that Society the enclosed check for two thousand dollars, which 
we beg the favor of you to hand to the Treasurer, as Miss Town- 
send's donation. 

You expressed a wish that a volume of poetry of Miss Eliza 
Townsend, deceased, the elder sister of our testatrix, should be 
placed in the library of the Historical Society. Accordingly, we 
send you a copy for that purpose. Several of the poems were origi- 
nally published in different literary journals, and were much admired. 
She was repeatedly solicited by her friends to suffer those fugitive 
pieces to be collected and republished. This she steadily refused, 
modestly believing that they were not worthy to be again placed 
before the public eye. Her surviving sister, remembering Miss 
Townsend's feelings on this subject, was with difficulty persuaded to 
print this volume for private distribution. 
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One of the poems in this volume was the occasion of the following 
incident : — 

Many years ago, in the early part of this century, the " Portfolio," 
then edited by Nicholas Biddle, offered a prize of a hundred dollars 
for the best poem on a given subject. Miss Townsend was the 
successful competitor, and received the prize. The fortunes of her 
family not being then in a nourishing condition, this sum was grate- 
fully received. In her will, made a few years ago, she acknowledges 
the benefits she received from this money, and directs her executors 
to seek out the families of Bradford and Inskeep, the publishers of 
the "Portfolio" (both of whom had died insolvent), and return to 
them the hundred dollars, with interest. This was done, and the 
sum of three hundred and fifty-four dollars distributed between 
the two families, whose pecuniary circumstances made the gift very 
acceptable. 

You expressed to one of us your belief, that these ladies were 
remotely connected with your family. We assure you, they were 
worthy of that distinction. 

Plain and simple in their manner of life, from education and 
habit they were frugal ; but they were indifferent to the accumula- 
tion of their property, requiring little for their own wants, and giving 
liberally to the necessities of others. For their goodness, and recti- 
tude of mind, they were universally esteemed by their friends, many 
of whom they remembered in the distribution of their estates. 

We are, very respectfully, your obedient servants, 

Wm. Minot, ) ™ , 

Wm. Minot, Jr., j 

This communication had already been brought to the 
attention of the Standing Committee ; and, with their ad- 
vice and consent, the President submitted the following 
Resolutions, which were unanimously adopted : — 

Resolved, That the Massachusetts Historical Society accept 
with sincere gratitude the liberal and welcome contribution 
of two thousand dollars to the funds of the Society, which has 
been apportioned from the residuary estate of the late Miss 
Mary Prince Townsend by the Hon. William Minot, and Wil- 
liam Minot, jun., the executors of the will. 
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Resolved, That the Treasurer be directed to make and keep 
a special entry in his account-books, of this contribution, as the 
donation of Miss Mary P. Townsend; so that the name of 
this estimable lady, while it is associated with so many other 
works of public and private beneficence, may have its de- 
served place also among the benefactors of our Society. 

Resolved, That the President transmit a certified copy of 
these Resolutions to the Messrs. Minot, with an assurance that 
the donation has been not a little enhanced in value as coming 
to us through the hands and by the good-will of the son and 
grandson of one of the original founders of the Society, and 
one of the earliest of our Massachusetts historians. 

Henry T. Parker, Esq., of London, was elected a 
Corresponding Member of this Society. 

Mr. Lincoln (S.) communicated the following letter 
from W. W. Warren, Esq., accompanying, and present- 
ing to the Society, a letter from Brigadier-General Oliver 
Prescott, dated Groton, July 28, 1778, addressed to 
Colonel Ezekiel Howe, Sudbury, together with a roster 
of a regiment, — probably that commanded by Colonel 
Howe : — 

19, Court Street, Boston, May 24, 1861. 
Hon. Solomon Lincoln. 

My dear Sir, — I enclose herewith two papers, — one a 

letter from Brigadier-General Oliver Prescott, dated July 28, 

1778, relating to a concentration of troops in Rhode Island, 

and addressed to Colonel Howe of Sudbury; the other a 

roster of (probably) the regiment commanded by Colonel 

Howe, giving names of field and commissioned officers (except 

the colonel), and specifying the number of privates, alarm-list, 

training-band, and of those in active service. These papers 

were found among a large number which have been for years 

locked up in a house in Sudbury, and were, a fortnight or so 
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ago, scattered among the attendants at an auction-sale of the 
effects of a descendant of Colonel Howe, at the house in 
Sudbury. 

I desire that the papers enclosed, if sufficiently interesting, 
should be placed in the collection of the Massachusetts Histo- 
rical Society ; and I shall be greatly obliged to you if you 
will offer them for me to the Society. 

Truly your obedient servant, W. W. Warren. 

Groton, July 28, 1778. 
Sir, — Whereas General Sullivan, by the express order of General 
Washington, is directed to make a sudden attack upon the enemy at 
Rhode Island, in conjunction with the French fleet there ; and in con- 
sequence of a resolution of Congress, by virtue of the same order, has 
called upon this State to aid him with three thousand of the militia, to 
co-operate in the entire reduction of the British Army : under so 
bright a prospect of conquest, and putting a final period to a bloody 
war, and establishing the independence of America, and in conse- 
quence of an order of Council this moment received by express, you 
are hereby commanded to detach, from the regiment under your com- 
mand, one captain, two subalterns, and sixty non-commissioned officers, 
and privates, to form a company, and march them to Tiverton, in the 
State of Rhode Island, by Thursday night next, if possible, to be 
under the command of General Sullivan six weeks from the time of 
their arrival, if not sooner discharged ; and all officers and soldiers 
will consider themselves under every obligation to be speedy in com- 
pleting and marching this detachment, and may depend upon an 
adequate reward for their services, at the next sitting of the General 
Court. This is the most important hour : you will therefore execute 
these orders with punctuality and despatch, and make return to me of 
your doings, by express or otherwise, without delay. You will order 
the whole of the militia under your command to hold themselves in 
readiness to march at a moment's warning. 

I am your very humble servant, 

Oliver Peescott, Brigadier-Oeneral. 

Colonel Howe. 

Voted, That the thanks of the Society be presented 
to Mr. Warren for his acceptable gift. 
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Mr. Deane offered remarks relating to the decease 
and historical attainments of J. F. Watson, Esq., of 
Philadelphia, a Corresponding Member of this Society, 
as follows : — 

In the Annual Report of the Standing Committee which I 
had the honor to present at the last annual meeting of the 
Society, two months since, I stated that but two deaths had 
taken place among our Honorary or Corresponding Members 
during the year that had just closed. In this I find that I 
was mistaken. Another honored name should be added to 
that record : I refer to that of John Fanning Watson, Esq., of 
Philadelphia, who died on the 23d of last December, at the 
advanced age of eighty-one years. The decease of Mr. Wat- 
son did not receive the customary notice of the Society at 
the time of its occurrence, for the reason that his name does 
not appear upon the recent printed lists of its members ; it 
having been, as is now ascertained, prematurely stricken from 
an earlier list : and it is only recently that the attention of the 
Society has been called to the fact of his membership, by an 
inquiry from one of his family. As this inadvertence oc- 
curred through me, I desire to make all the amends in my 
power for it. While preparing the lists of living members 
for a volume of our Collections published about five years 
since, I was told that Mr. Watson was deceased. I accord- 
ingly omitted the name in the newly printed lists ; and, in all 
subsequent publications of the Society, it has never been 
restored. Mr. Watson was elected Oct. 26, 1831 ; and was 
therefore a member of this Society for nearly thirty years. 
I do not rise at this time — and, indeed, it would be quite out 
of place for me — to attempt any notice of Mr. Watson as a man 
or an historian, as my only acquaintance with him has been 
derived through his "Annals of Philadelphia," first published 
in 1830; and "Annals of New York," in 1846. These show him 
to have been a person of great historical and antiquarian taste 
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and research ; and this Society appear not to have been un- 
mindful of his claims to their consideration, as he was, the next 
year after the publication of one of these volumes, elected a 
member. But I am happy to refer members to an interesting 
Memoir of Mr. Watson, recently published, a copy of which has 
been sent to this Society. It was prepared at the request of 
the Pennsylvania Historical Society, and read before that body 
in February last by Benjamin Dorr, D.D., Rector of Christ's 
Church, Philadelphia. In writing this Memoir, Dr. Dorr had 
the assistance of some of the members of Mr. Watson's family, 
and particularly of Mrs. Whitman, his daughter, who has fur- 
nished many incidents illustrative of her father's patriotism, 
of his love of antiquarian pursuits, and of his habits, and 
method of study. His correspondence with distinguished 
men of our country was extensive. Concerning one of his 
letters, Mrs. Whitman remarks: — 

I have before me a copy of his letter to the Hon. Edward Everett 
in 1825, urging him to preserve some such history of Boston as he 
himself was then preparing of Philadelphia. " My aim," he says, 
" has been to gather data which might serve for future exercise in 
poetry, painting, and works of the imagination. Two years since, I 
endeavored to prompt the New- York Historical Society to institute 
some such researches for their city. Dr. Hosack was commissioned 
to inform me that it was received with great cordiality, and that my 
principles of inquiry would be adopted for New York. 

" First, Aim to give an intellectual picture of Boston and its inha- 
bitants, customs, &c, as it stood at its settlement, and then at 
successive stages of thirty to fifty years. My scheme enables you to 
detail much of that which would not suit the gravity and dignity of 
common history. Indeed, I rather aim to notice just such incidents 
as that omits. I could aid you from a manuscript book of large size, 
never published, and written in Boston in 1740. I have also some 
notices from the journal of a British sailor, who visited you almost a 
century since. You will perceive that the mind which shall be 
qualified for such a pleasing task must possess such taste, enthusiasm, 
and energy, to execute his will, and express his feelings, as must 
prompt a poet to lay every thing under contribution to his art. 
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" He must seek out old people of all descriptions. He must not 
scruple to act without formal introduction. He must labor to bring 
back to the imagination things which none can any longer see. He 
must generate the ideal presence, and learn to commune with men 
and manners of other times. To prepare a suitable mind for effect- 
ing my object, he should seek out, and carefully run over, the oldest 
gazette, magazine, &c. : their local news will furnish many facts and 
valuable hints. 

"Another source of local information will be found in consulting 
the earliest court-records, &c. ; but more particularly, in the pre- 
sentments of the grand juries of each court, you will get at the 
earliest condition of the place and people. I have had some curious 
experience myself ; and to see your blue-laws exemplified, in some 
such cases, might afford considerable amusement to the present gene- 
ration." 

He also addressed a similar letter to William Eawle, Esq., 
President of the Pennsylvania Historical Society, and also to 
other historical societies of the country. I remarked that 
Mr. Watson was elected a member of this Society in October, 

1831. His letter of acceptance, on file, was written Feb. 13, 

1832. This is characteristic of the man; and, as it contains 
some matters of historical interest, I will take the liberty, in 
concluding these remarks, to read it to the Society. 

Germantown, Pa., Feb. 13, 1832. 

Sir, — I have had the honor, lately, to have received from you 
the certificate of my being elected a Corresponding Member of the 
Massachusetts Historical Society. Should it ever be in my power 
to prove myself useful to the Society, I shall be gratified to avail 
myself of such an occasion to manifest my grateful sense of the 
unsolicited honor conferred. 

I send herewith some few relics and tokens of olden time, which 
seem to come within the objects which your circular solicits ; to 
wit : — 

The Exploits of Sir William Wallace, by William the Rhymer (so said) : 

curious as a print of about the year 1600. 
Fly Almanac of year 1666 j containing also a very neat manuscript of many 

pages, containing points of theology. The book was John Kipling's in 

1666. 

27 
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A box of relic-wood, formed of the last remaining walnut-tree of the primi- 
tive forest standing before the Hall of Independence at Philadelphia 
(vide page 350 of my Annals of Philadelphia) ; containing also, on the 
top, a piece of the beam of Columbus's house at St. Domingo, Penn's 
Treaty-tree, &c. 

A manuscript pamphlet of Critical Annotations on Gilbert Wakefield's 
AVorks ; by the Hon. Charles Thomson, Secretary of the Old Congress, 
author of the English Septuagint, &c. The handwriting of such a 
venerable patriot is a relic of itself. 

I might appropriately take this occasion to tell you that there is a 
manuscript book of the History of New England, — done, in 1740, by 
Jos. Bennett, — once the property of the said C. Thomson, and now 
in possession of Jos. P. Norris, Esq., the President of the Pennsyl- 
vania Bank. None of it was ever published. I remember it was 
very circumstantial concerning the habits and manners of your In- 
dians. Some of your members, when in Philadelphia, should solicit 
to inspect it. I think it seemed to foresee an American war ; and, 
for that reason, was never published. 

I will take this occasion to refer you to a long letter of mine of 
August, 1825, addressed to Edward Everett, Esq., suggesting means 
of acquiring knowledge of olden-time events in given localities of 
your country ; and which letter, he informed me, was given to you, 
to be filed among your historical papers. Since then, I have 
published the " Annals of Philadelphia," to which it refers, as a 
specimen of olden-time reminiscences, &c. ; a copy of which was 
presented to you by my friend R. Haines, Esq., of this place. 

I might perhaps mention to you, as a curiosity, that I have in my 
possession a long letter of reminiscences by the late Dr. Holyoke, 
the centenarian, terminating with this conclusion : " I am this day a 
hundred years old ! " His " life " refers to this letter. 

In relation to biography, I might also mention, that I had, as 
early as the year 1818, strongly recommended to the late venerable 
John Adams to amuse himself with the curious and amusing events 
of his own times and life, &c. I will add some few of his striking 
remarks in return. In one letter he says, " To write upon such an 
extensive plan, you must give me a lease of another life of eighty- 
two years." Again : " My own life appears, upon retrospection, a 
dull, dreary, unfruitful waste. I should be ashamed to read it, 
though written by a Franklin or a Wirt." — " Of the interpositions 
of Providence in our favor, I have had abundant conviction and 
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experience ; such as would not be believed upon my authority, if I 
should relate them." In another letter he says, " If you suppose 
that the British were influenced by ' any motives of conciliation,' 
you have been deceived. They never manifested any such motives, 
through the whole history of this country, for two hundred years. 
They even felt ' a most sovereign contempt for us ' — as Puritans, 
Dissenters, schismatics, convicts, Redemptioners ; as Irish, Scotch, 
Germans, and Dutch and Swedes — more than a century before 
they had a color or pretext to call us rebels." — " If the public senti- 
ment or prejudice has not allowed such sentiments to have been 
mine, I have only to say, the public has never known my character 
or sentiments. I have been misreprented and slandered much, 
chiefly from the pens of vagabond foreigners." 

In my manuscript History of Philadelphia, I have preserved, as 
an episode, my idea of the origin of " Yankee Doodle." The inquiry 
seems appropriate also for your Society. A name and song so na- 
tional should be now understood or never. I will very briefly extract 
the pith of my researches into its origin ; to wit : An aged New- 
England lady told me she well remembered, before the Revolution, 
when the favorite air in her country was the dance of " Lydia 
Fisher." To this tune was sung any impromptu verses, to suit the 
wit and genius of the company. The song sung, — 

" Lydia Locket lost her pocket ; 

Lydia Fisher found it : 

Not a bit of money in it, — 

Only binding round it." 

At that time, " Yankee Doodle " was not heard of in New England ; 
but, in time, the British officers, in their supercilious pride and 
assumptions over the humble and simple colonists, constructed words 
to " Yankee Doodle," intended to slur us. Thus, at your town of 
Boston, at the rise of the Revolution, they set forth these words ; to 

wit: — 

" Yankee Doodle came to town 
For to buy a firelock : 
We will tar and feather him, 
And so we will John Hancock." 

If the Yankees thus, for a period, bore the slur of such a name, in 
time it came their turn to triumph ; which they did fully at the 
retreat from Lexington, playing all the way after the retreating 
Britons, "Yankee Doodle," — as if to say, "Behold, masters, what 
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we simple yeomen can retort upon your vainglorious pride and 
boastings ! " A few words more to explaia the probable origin of 
the name itself. It is this : A correspondent at Washington City 
says he saw, in a private collection of ancient songs of England, 
done by his friend at Cheltenham, England, one written in ridicule 
of Cromwell, the Protector, named " Nankee Doodle," saying, — 

" Nankee Doodle came to town 
Upon a little pony, 
With a feather in his hat 
Upon a macaroni." 

The music was attached, having the same time and bars, &c, as our 
" Yankee Doodle." When we consider that New England, in rela- 
tion to their self-will, and independency of spirit, always called 
themselves " Oliver Cromwell's Sons," I think we have the cause 
of our song. Yours respectfully, 

John F. Watson. 

Eev. A. Holmes, Cor. Sec. of Mass. Hist. Society, Boston. 

P.S. — I saw lately, in Boston papers, what I deemed false 
reasons for " thanksgiving days ; " and I published a reply in 
" Poulson," in Philadelphia, to say it was always originally from 
loyalty, rejoicing on the 5th November, O.S., for the discovery of the 
Gunpowder Plot. Surely the most aged still in New England must 
still remember this as a cause of Thanksgiving Day. Such errors 
in facts are, I presume, worth correcting, even by me. 

N.B. — "Yankee" probably came from the Indians, who pro- 
nounced " the English " the Yengees. J. F. W. 

Voted, That Mr. Deane be requested to prepare a 
copy of his remarks for publication in the Proceedings 
of the Society ; and that the President be desired to com- 
municate to the family of Mr. Watson a suitable recog- 
nition of his death, and also of the gift of a " Memoir " 
of the deceased, this day presented by them to the So- 
ciety's library. 

Mr. Everett paid a tribute of respect to the memory 
of our late associate, Hon. Daniel Dewey Barnard of 
Albany, and spoke substantially as follows : — 



1861.] TRIBUTE TO THE MEMORY OP D. D. BARNARD. 213 

Mr. President, — If there are a few moments of time yet 
remaining before the adjournment, I should like to avail my- 
self of them, to invite the members of the Historical Society, 
in conformity with our praiseworthy custom, to join me in a 
tribute of respect to the memory of our lately deceased Hono- 
rary associate, Mr. Daniel Dewey Barnard, who died at Albany 
on the 24th of April last, in the sixty-fourth year of his age. 
I would willingly have performed this office of friendship at 
the last meeting ; but I was not able to be present. This I 
regret the less, as you have informed me, since I came into 
the room, that Mr. Barnard's decease was, at that meeting, 
made the subject of a communication from yourself, — feeling 
and appropriate, I am confident ; for you knew him well, and 
prized him according to his worth. 

No one, Mr. President, I am sure you will agree with me, 
could better deserve a respectful and affectionate notice from 
surviving associates and friends. Mr. Barnard was no com- 
mon man. Eminent talent, assiduously cultivated and dili- 
gently employed, enabled him to fill, with honor to himself 
and advantage to the country, highly distinguished posts in 
the public service. He stood in the front rank of the profes- 
sion of the law. His literary taste and extensive literary 
attainments qualified him to instruct and gratify the com- 
munity, which he was always ready to do, on every appro- 
priate occasion. His personal intercourse was most attractive, 
I had almost said fascinating; his temper and disposition, tho- 
roughly amiable and kindly; his character and conduct, in all 
respects, exemplary ; his life, throughout, that of a Christian 
gentleman. My intimate acquaintance with him, commencing 
in 1827, covers nearly the whole period of his public life ; and 
it is one of the most pleasing incidents of my own, that it 
placed me in the relation of unbroken confidence, which ex- 
isted between us to the last. 

It is usual, on these occasions, to say something of the 
personal history of our deceased associates. Mr. Barnard's 
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father was employed, during the Revolutionary War, under 
Commissary-General Wadsworth, and lived at Hartford. His 
mother, from whom he derived the middle name of Dewey, 
was of that distinguished family in the western part of Massa- 
chusetts, where Mr. Barnard was born about 1798, during a 
temporary residence of his parents in Berkshire County. 
When he was ten or eleven years old, they removed to the 
western part of New York, where, in the county of Ontario, 
and in that part of it afterwards formed into the county of 
Monroe, his father acted as a magistrate and judge ; and died 
in 1847, at the age of ninety. 

Young Daniel enjoyed but slender advantages of education 
in his boyhood, owing to the want of good schools in the 
newly settled region. Much of his time, he was at work on 
his father's farm; but, being of a delicate constitution, he 
passed many hours in reading, and, young as he was, in boyish 
essays at composition. At the age of twelve, he was placed 
by his father in the office of the Clerk of the County at Ca- 
nandaigua ; and, by the time he was fourteen, he acted as 
Deputy-Clerk, — sometimes even officiating in that capacity 
in court. He was afterwards sent to a school at Lenox, 
in this State ; and, after spending a year there, entered in 
1815, a sophomore, at Williams College. As a scholar, he 
ranked among the first in his class, especially in polite litera- 
ture ; and, at his graduation, he delivered a poem. His 
reasoning powers, however, had been cultivated quite as much 
as that of the imagination, and formed, through life, the pro- 
minent trait of his intellect. 

After a little time devoted to the restoration of his health, 
which had suffered from unremitted application to his books 
for four years, he began the study of the law ; commenced 
the practice, in 1821, at Rochester; rose rapidly in the profes- 
sion and in the public estimation ; and in 1827, after having 
filled the office of County Attorney, was elected to Congress. 
It was then that my acquaintance with him, as a fellow- 
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boarder, began ; and I was the near witness of the fidelity 
with which he gradually prepared himself for the discharge of 
the duties of a legislator. He spoke seldom, and always after 
careful study of the subject under discussion, — uniting close 
and often acute argument with great neatness and simplicity 
of style and manner, and always commanding the ear of the 
house. He was listened to with attention, because he never 
spoke without having something to say that was worth hear- 
ing. When he had said it, he knew how to stop. 

Notwithstanding the demands upon his time as an eminent 
counsellor and a leading and active politician, he found leisure 
for the preparation of several carefully written addresses on 
academical and other public occasions. They are all to be 
found on our shelves. In 1839, he delivered a biographical 
discourse on the life and services of his distinguished friend 
and fellow-citizen, the late General Stephen van Rensselaer, 
which was accompanied with " An Historical Sketch of the 
Colony and Manor of Rensselaerwyck." It was after this 
publication, and probably in consequence of it, that he was 
elected an Honorary Member of our Society. 

He was not a candidate for re-election ; and, at the close of 
his term in Congress, he returned to the practice of his pro- 
fession at Rochester. In 1830, he made a rapid visit to 
Europe ; and, after he got back, recorded the result of his 
observations in a series of well-written letters, published in 
one of the journals at Rochester. In 1832, he removed to 
Albany, carrying with him an established reputation as a jurist 
and statesman ; and prepared to take an active part in the 
politics of the day. In 1837, he was chosen to the Assembly 
of New York, and distinguished himself as one of its most 
useful and influential members. At the close of the session, 
his speeches and reports were collected in a volume of perma- 
nent interest and value. Among the reports, those on public 
instruction, on the use of the Bible in schools, and on banking, 
currency, and credit, may be read with advantage by all who 
take an interest in these subjects. 
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In the autumn of 1838, Mr. Barnard was again elected to 
Congress, and re-elected for the two succeeding terms. This 
period of six years covered the last half of Mr. Van Buren's 
administration, and the whole of Mr. Tyler's. During all this 
time, Mr. Barnard bore a very prominent part in the business 
of the House, conducted the discussion of many important 
subjects, and for four years filled the important place of Chair- 
man of the Judiciary Committee. Among other highly im- 
portant labors of this committee, he reported the Bankrupt 
Bill, which became a law. 

Mr. Barnard continued in private life during Mr. Polk's ad- 
ministration, occupied with professional pursuits, and thought- 
fully watching the progress of events. The " American 
Review," a well-conducted political and literary journal, was 
commenced in New York, in 1845, to sustain the principles 
which had ever guided Mr. Barnard's course as a public man. 
He became a regular and most efficient contributor to its 
pages. Desiring no concealment as to the authorship of the 
articles, in which he discussed the great topics of the day 
with uncompromising freedom, they were occasionally given 
to the public with his name ; and they constituted, certainly, 
some of the most valuable portions of the contents of the 
journal. 

In 1848, a revolution took place in our politics : General 
Taylor was chosen President ; and Mr. Fillmore, Vice-Presi- 
dent. On the accession of Mr. Fillmore to the presidency, 
the following year, Mr. Barnard was sent as envoy to Berlin. 
This appointment raised the Prussian Mission from the dis- 
creditable condition into which it had fallen, to the respecta- 
bility which it possessed under Mr. Wheaton. Mr. Barnard, 
while he filled the place, represented his own Government 
with fidelity and zeal, while he commanded the esteem and 
good-will of that to which he was accredited. His travelling 
countrymen found him a ready and helpful protector and 
friend, and his diplomatic brethren respected him as an 
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honorable and intelligent colleague. He never failed in the 
performance of his duty ; nor, what is quite as important in a 
foreign minister, stepped out of his sphere. He was welcomed 
in the best society of Berlin, — political and literary ; and 
especially enjoyed a large share of the friendly regard of its 
great ornament and head, the late Baron von Humboldt. It 
was through Mr. Barnard's influence that the great, philoso- 
pher consented to sit for his portrait to our young and skilful 
countryman, Wight, — a favor which he had refused to emi- 
nent European artists. 

With the change of administration in 1853, Mr. Barnard 
returned home, and to the welcome quiet of private life. His 
health, always delicate, was now much impaired ; and he with- 
drew almost entirely from laborious exertion, professional and 
political. One, however, of his ablest legal arguments was 
prepared the last year of his life. It is entitled " The Sove- 
reignty of the States over their Navigable Waters." Though 
made in a case of local interest (the Albany-Bridge question), 
it discussed questions, as the title implies, of great delicacy 
and of national importance. However withdrawn from active 
participation in politics, Mr. Barnard's deep concern for the 
welfare of the country did not allow him to watch without 
much solicitude the progress of the great controversy which 
now convulses it. It was, however, for several months before 
his death, impossible for him to aid the cause of the Union, 
except by the fervent prayers of a patriot heart. 

It will not, I hope, be considered an invasion of the sanctity 
of private life, if I add that Mr. Barnard was twice married, 
and that his character was adorned with all the virtues and 
graces which beome the honored and beloved head of a well- 
ordered, happy, and Christian home. I should leave this 
imperfect sketch defective in its most important trait, if I 
failed to add, that he was a sincere and humble believer, 
an active and zealous member of the Protestant-Episcopal 
Church ; and that, as his life had been governed by the prin- 
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ciples and spirit of our holy religion, his last hours were 
soothed and cheered by its consolations and hopes. 

I beg leave, in conclusion, Mr. President, to submit the fol- 
lowing Resolutions to the consideration of the Society : — 

Resolved, That the members of the Massachusetts Historical So- 
ciety are deeply sensible, that in the death of their late respected 
associate, the Honorable Daniel Dewey Barnard of Albany, they are 
called to lament the loss of a distinguished statesman and jurist, an 
accomplished scholar, and an enlightened patriot, whose unblemished 
life was steadily and earnestly devoted to the public service in posts 
of high trust at home and abroad, and to the performance of all the 
private duties of a good citizen ; and that they are desirous of placing 
upon their records this cordial and well-deserved tribute to his me- 
mory. 

Resolved, That the Corresponding Secretary of the Society be 
requested to communicate to the family of Mr. Barnard a certified 
copy of these Resolutions, with the assurance of the respectful sympa- 
thy of the Society in their bereavement. 

These Resolutions were unanimously adopted. 



JULY MEETING. 

A stated monthly meeting was held this day, Thurs- 
day, July 11, at noon; the President, Hon. Robert C. 
Winthrop, in the chair. 

In the absence of the Librarian, the Recording 
Secretary announced donations from the Essex Insti- 
tute ; the Hingham Agricultural Society ; the Mercan- 
tile-Library Association of New York ; Rev. Edward 
A. Bulkley ; J. Smith Homans, Esq. ; B. P. Johnson, 
Esq. ; James Lenox, Esq. ; Rev. Elias Nason ; Rev. 



